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Australian volunteer Tanya Carmont at Swim Vietnam.

“I find myself doing the right thing and making changes not only for children but also families in
Vietnam about drowning prevention. I am very proud of the work I am pursuing, ”said Tanya
Carmont, an Australian volunteer at Swim Vietnam, about her work for the past 7 years.

Work is no obstacle 

Tanya is currently working at Hoi An for a 12-month term as a swimming instructor at Swim
Vietnam. Recalling the opportunity to Swim Vietnam and working in a country thousands of
kilometers away, Tanya said: "Realizing the drowning situation in Vietnam is a big problem,
especially many children are victims, Aust Swim, Australia, has posted and selected a volunteer to
work in Vietnam. I was lucky enough to be interviewed by Jose, the director of Swim Vietnam. I
have surpassed nearly twenty candidates to volunteer at this organization. ”

Over the past time, along with Swim Vietnam, Tanya has helped many children to raise their
awareness and gain knowledge about their own safety when swimming or going down the river. She
hopes these children will come back to guide their families, friends and neighbors, so that the whole
society can raise awareness about drowning as well as save themselves when contacting with water.
In addition, Tanya's organization also offers courses for teachers, ensuring they meet international
standards for swimming teachers and organize a number of swimming lessons for adults.

“Through the meetings, I feel that people in Hoi An and Quang Nam now know the meaningful work
we do. So they always ask us to come back or continue the project to support people in this area. I
don't have any problems working here, ”Tanya said.
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Joy and pride

Sticking with work, life and people in Vietnam, Tanya shared many beautiful memories with Swim
Vietnam. In particular, the memory that reminded her the most was the project in collaboration with
Ky Anh Foundation, an organization about disabled children in Da Nang, this year. Tanya said she
organized a swimming program, water safety information, advocacy exercises for children with
disabilities and teachers to teach children how to swim in their abilities. “Our teachers have never
taught children with disabilities but we are surprised at what they can do. In addition, we are happy to
see that you are also very interested in courses like this. This is a celebration that makes me feel very
happy and proud when I can contribute a small amount of effort to bring advocacy courses for
handicapped children in Danang ”,

Wishing to reduce drowning death rates and raise awareness about drowning safety in Vietnam,
Australian volunteers suggest: “I personally think that family members need to receive be aware that
children in families and in society should learn to swim, should know to save themselves, and ensure
safety when entering the country. Best kids from 3 years old should learn to swim. I think Swim
Vietnam will play an important role in influencing the Government of Vietnam or the Ministry of
Education and Training to assist these agencies in developing a number of programs in swimming
and communication training. about safety against drowning ”.

Although this term has not ended but with enthusiasm for the work and in response to the wishes of
the Vietnamese people, Tanya said that she will surely return to this country and continue working for
Swim Vietnam in 2018. Tanya also shared that she is very eager to attend the Lunar New Year this
year because she has never stayed in Vietnam on such a special occasion.
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